
Bernard Aubertin was born in Fontanay-aux-Roses in 1934. After having studied at the Public School of
Decorating, he approaches Cubism and Futurism as a self- taught artist. In 1957 he meets Yves Klein in
Montparnasse who inspires him to the creation of his famous monochrome paintings, starting the following
year with his first “rouge total”. From this moment, his explorations will be focused on red, intended as fire
and energy. He features the so-called Tableaux Feu (fire paintings), covering his monochrome red canvas
with nails (Tableaux- Clous), wires (Tableaux Fil de Fer), matches (Parcours d’Allumettes) and other varied
materials, like candles and iron nets. Through the use of red he transfers the energy of the soul on the
canvas thus achieving a metaphysic understanding of painting. Spiritual existence is revealed through the art
and such strength is represented by the colour. 

In the Sixties Aubertin introduces the element of fire into his works: a means of expression that becomes the
physical representation of his red. Many of his works consist of conceptual compositions created with
matches that can be lighted up creating natural variations originated by the lively motion of the flame. The
creating process of the work is intrinsic in the final gesture. The spectator clearly perceives and experiences
the rise of transformation. The destructive nature of fire turns into a regenerating force. 

In 1962 Aubertin is one of the founding members of the Zero international movement, taking part in their
exhibitions and exchanging letters with Heinz Mack, Otto Piene and Piero Manzoni. He shares with them the
refusal of art as a language form and the belief that art must be expressed in a simple and austere way. The
red works of Aubertin promoted new energy and vibration inside the movement. 

In the 80’s and 90’s his artistic path evolves in performances where he sets pianos and cars on fire, whilst in
recent years the red of monochromes is replaced by white, black and gold. Bernard Aubertin’s monochromy
represents the pictorial silence: the work of art must not be a description, it has nothing to say, nothing to
express. The work of art is a transposition of the existence, of the spirit and, for this reason, it cannot be
explained through graphic signs, words, shapes. Bernard Aubertin was one of the founders of the Dusseldorf
Zero Group. Since the 60’s his works have been displayed all over Europe and in the United States,
including the R.Guggenheim Museum (New York), the Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam) and the Palais de
Tokyo (Paris). His works are hosted in many different museums and also in the permanent collections of the
Musee de Graz, Museum of Dusseldorf and the Centre National de l’Art Contemporain (Paris). From 1990 he
leaved and worked in Germany until he died in 2015.
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